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COMPANIES URGE PRESIDENT OBAMA TO SUPPORT ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN GREENHOUSE GAS STANDARDS

Energy efficiency offers emission reductions and cost savings for businesses

WASHINGTON—On November 14th, more than 50 industry associations and individual companies wrote to President Obama asking the Administration to target energy efficiency as a means of achieving reductions in greenhouse gases from the power sector.   The letter, available at http://dgardiner.com/doc/ALLIANCE_EPA_Efficiency_Letter_Final.pdf states:

Reducing energy use lowers energy bills for American businesses and families, freeing up much-needed funds, and protecting industry from volatility in fossil fuel markets.  Energy efficiency investments will give the power sector greater flexibility in meeting air pollution emission standards, achieve multi-pollutant emission reductions, and help America to be more energy secure. 

The letter’s diverse signatories include the Alliance for Industrial Efficiency, the Alliance to Save Energy, the Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association, the US Clean Heat & Power Association, Ingersoll Rand, and ServiceMaster, demonstrating the breadth of support within industry for developing a more efficient economy.  The letter explains that mobilizing investment in energy efficiency through the power sector greenhouse gas performance standards will make American manufacturers more competitive and create jobs while reducing emissions (for more information on the development of these standards, see  http://www.epa.gov/airquality/ghgsettlement.html).  

Citing a 2008 review of research on state-level energy efficiency initiatives, the letter notes that the energy efficiency policies studied:

could achieve an average 23% gain in efficiency with a benefit-cost ratio of nearly 2:1.  The same review estimated that a 20 to 30% improvement in energy efficiency in the United States could generate an aggregate 0.5 to 1.5 million jobs and a 0.1% increase in GDP by 2030.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dick Munson, representing signatory Recycled Energy Development, said:  “Avoiding energy waste through proven technologies like Combined Heat and Power and Waste Heat Recovery, means avoiding unnecessary costs as well as unnecessary pollution.  EPA rules that drive energy efficient technologies will transform energy use in America—cutting pollution, keeping electricity rates low, and making America manufacturers more competitive.”

Jennifer Kefer, who represents signatory the Alliance for Industrial Efficiency, said:  “Every state in America is rich in energy efficiency resources.  Being smarter about how we make and use energy benefits everyone—we can reduce emissions, lower utility bills, create jobs, and improve our competitiveness.”

The 53 signatories include:
Access Energy, LLC
Alliance for Industrial Efficiency
Alliance to Save Energy
California Business Alliance for a Green Economy 
Calnetix Technologies, LLC
Capital Communications/ Phanes Solar
Capstone Turbine Corporation
Cascade Power Group LLC
CFC Chiller Replacement Task Force
Conservation Services Group
Continuum Energy Solutions
Danfoss Turbocor Compressors, Inc.
Direct Energy
E-Finity Distributed Generation
ElectraTherm 
Energy Future Coalition
EnergyNext, Inc.
EnerNOC
Ernest D. Menold, Inc.
Facility Strategies Group
FLS Energy
Gulf Coast Green Energy
Health and Energy Company
Heat Is Power
ImbuTec
Ingersoll Rand
KGRA Energy
Kiltech Controls, Inc.
LighTec, Inc.
Montana SMACNA
NewLoop Energy
Ormat Technologies
Pharmaceutical Industry Labor-Management Association (PIL-MA)
Primary Energy Recycling Corp.
Recycled Energy Development (RED)
The ServiceMaster Company
Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association (SMACNA)
Sheet Metal Contractors of Iowa
Sheet Metal Engineering, Inc.
SMACNA of Southern Nevada
Smardt Chillers, Inc.
SunRise Solar Inc.
TAS Energy
TerraScapes Environmental
The Ohio Business Council for a Clean Economy
Trieste Associates, Inc.
Turbo Thermal LLC
U.S. Clean Heat & Power Association (USCHPA)
Veolia Energy North America
Verdicorp, Inc.
Vidimos, Inc.



